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President and CEO of GE Healthcare, Vishal Wanchoo  
“Building ‘Green Hospital’ using IT” 
 
Digitalization of medical records makes treatments possible anywhere 
 
“Currently, there is much discussion in the US about ‘Green Hospital’ based on information technology (IT).” 
 
That comment was made by Vishal Wanchoo, President and CEO of Integrated IT Solutions at GE Healthcare 
(photo), who recently visited Korea. A Green Hospital is an environment- friendly hospital that utilizes IT for 
purposes such as energy conservation. The keywords associated with US President-elect Barack Obama are 
also IT and green (environmentally friendly). Obama has said that he will draw on IT to raise industrial 
productivity and foster green industries. The healthcare sector is seen as a prime example where IT and 
green can be effectively integrated. The following is our interview with Wanchoo. 
 
- The concept of a green hospital is unfamiliar to us. 
“Hospitals use three times more energy than regular buildings (*according to Seoul city gov., hospitals 
account for ten of the top 100 energy consuming organizations). A hospital’s energy usage and building 
maintenance cost can be lowered by switching to medical equipment with high energy efficiency and 
recycling water. I’m not talking about just cutting energy or water consumption; the point is to raise 
efficiency. We can also reduce hospital infections, which are currently a problem, through measures like 
enhancing indoor air quality. However, the most important thing is building an IT-based electronic medical 
record (EMR) system. 
 
-Why is EMR system important? 
“EMR is an innovative system that keeps a patient’s medical records in digital format without the use of 
paper. It allows a patient to easily receive treatment at any hospital. Nurses can look after patients 
effectively without paper. Patients also enjoy vast benefits. They can receive safer medical service because 
medical institutions can exchange patient data. In the US, the government has been pursuing a public 
medical project under the name of Electronic Health Record since 2005.” 

  



 
 
-Are there any hospitals that are effectively operating such a system? 
“GE Healthcare established an EMR center in Seoul in 2007 with about 30 Korean researchers. The center 
jointly conducts research with Intermountain Healthcare, a non-profit medical group of the US. There is 
limited operation of the related products developed in Korea at Samsung Medical Center’s intensive care 
unit. But we plan to expand it across the whole of Asia and Australia in the near future.” 
 
Headquartered in the UK, GE Healthcare makes products in a wide range of fields including patient 
monitoring systems. It generates annual revenue of 17 billion dollars. 
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